CHAPTER III

THE RENEWAL OF WAR

(1648)

A purpose woddod to plans may oawly Nuffor shipwreck ; but an unfottorod purpose, that moulds circumstances as they arise, maRtcrs n s, and is terrible. Character moltfl to it like metal in iln steady purpose. Tho projector of plots is but a miserable gambler and votary of chances, Of a far higher quality is tho will that can Hubtlue itnolf to wait and lay no potty traps for opportunity.

'               MKUHSDITH, Evan Harrington.

I

1648 IF Oliver's spirit was disordered, his mind had acquired a wider scope and stronger powers. The mental toil of the past year had given an edge to what had hitherto been a massive but blunt intelligence. When he resumed the business of war, it was not as one under authority but as an independent commander, who had to direct not one element of a battle but a whole campaign. He is no longer only the incomparable trainer and leader of cavalry, the man with an eye for a turning-point of a fight, the executor of other men's schemes, but the general who must take all England into his survey and plan his operations with a view to the moral as well as the physical victory which the crisis demanded. He is a soldier now on the grand scale, strategist as well as tactician, statesman as well as fighting man, and it is by this new phase of his military career that his place is to be adjudged in the hierarchy of the great captains.

What is called the second Civil War was, in England, strictly a royalist revolt. Most of the king's officers in the earlier straggle had given their parole not to take up arms again against parliament, and some of the best o! them, like old Lord Astley, refused to break their
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